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and looks after him as though the kid were a prize
racehorse."
" Vronsky must be a most unusual person."
" He certainly is; he's a genius in his own line. Would
you care to meet him ? "
"Fd love to, if you think he wouldn't mind my
taking up his time, while I thank him for the joy his
work has caused me."
" Just wait then at the end of the show. I'll see if
I can take you behind and introduce him."
When the theatre had emptied, Otto beckoned Marie
to join Trim at one of the stall exits. " We'll go round
to Vronsky's office at once," said Mociusko. " Well
catch him before he starts rehearsals."
When  Marie  and  Otto  entered  Boris's  luxurious.,
office-study, the impresario was engaged with an elderly
kdy and gentleman in evening dress, who had risen to
leave.
" I'll write to you, Herr Vronsky, in a day or two, as
soon as the Duke decides on what date he can attend the
opening performance of your new production, The
Fountain of Bacchus. He is very keen to be present on the
first night."
"Please convey my profound thanks to the Grand
Duke. I shall, be delighted to open on any night selected
by my noble patron," Vronsky replied. " I must also
thank you personally Herr Graf, for the trouble you
have taken on my behalf."
" That was Count Miihl and the Countess," explained
Mociusko as the couple, accompanied by Boris, left the
room. The Count's the Duke's uncle and Lord Cham-
berlain. The ruler looks upon him as a father and really
owes all his love of art to the Count's training."
When Vronsky returned, Marie realized that before
her was a man difficult to docket, one to whom none of
the stock labels of life applied. A master in the handling
of people likely to be useful to him, Boris gleaned all the